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The St. George Tucker Lecture
The St. George Tucker Lecture Series was established in
1996 to recognize the scholarly achievements of a senior  member
of the William & Mary Law School faculty each year.  The series
has been made possible through the generosity of Law School
alumni. 
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William W. Van Alstyne
One of the nation’s foremost legal scholars and
teachers, Professor William W. Van Alstyne went to
college at the University of Southern California and law
school at Stanford, graduating with academic distinction
from both.  Before becoming a law professor, he served as
California’s Deputy Attorney General and as a lawyer in
the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Justice Department.
For almost 40 years, he taught at Duke Law School, where
he was enormously acclaimed and held the William R. and
Thomas S. Perkins Chair.  He came to William & Mary in
2004 as our Lee Professor of Law.
Professor Van Alstyne has twice been chosen in
polls of his peers as one of those most qualified for
appointment to the Supreme Court.  A recent study named
him one of the 50 most cited legal scholars of all time.  He
has been asked to share his expertise and insight with
Congress on numerous occasions.  His publications are
legion, including articles in the nation’s leading law
journals and books such as THE AMERICAN FIRST
AMENDMENT IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, the
principal textbook in its field.
In recognition of his extraordinary career, Professor
Van Alstyne was elected a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 1994.
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